New Alumni Director Wants to Hear Your Ideas
by Kylie Shafferkoetter

Carrie Wenberg is a great sport. Climbing an old,
iron ladder to the rooftop of Ryan Hall to have her
picture taken for the Link, the new director of alumni
relations managed to maintain a smile despite darting
birds and hot black-top.
But she brings more to Fontbonne than just a
pleasant disposition. “Carrie has excellent experience
working with volunteers,” explains Vicki Frank, vice
president for institutional advancement. “She’s very
detail-oriented and creative with event planning. Plus,
she’s a fun person to be around. People will enjoy the
time they spend with her.”
In her new position, Wenberg plans, organizes and
implements effective alumni programs and activities,
such as reunions. She also works with the alumni
association, alumni board and the advancement staff
to increase alumni involvement with the university.
“This is a wonderful job. I’ve already had the
opportunity to meet and talk to a lot of alumni. So
many alums are enthusiastic about getting involved and
helping with events,” says Wenberg. “I’m trying to find
out what people are interested in and develop programs
that meet their needs.”
One example of this is the new spirituality group
that was recently formed. The group hopes to meet
periodically to enjoy programs on spirituality. “By
talking to people, we found it was a real need,”
explains Wenberg.
Prior to coming to Fontbonne, Wenberg was
director of communications for The University
Club and an account executive for JWT Specialized
Communications in St. Louis. She earned a bachelor’s
degree in communications from the University of
Tulsa. Wenberg is an active volunteer with the St.
Louis Symphony Volunteer Association and Junior
League of St. Louis. She lives in Richmond Heights
with her husband.

Carrie Wenberg oversees the state ofalumni relations.

Fast Facts
Favorite food: pizza
Favorite movie: “The Wizard of Oz”
Pet: Maddie the cat
Favorite Ted Drewes flavor: Chocolate Chip
Why do you enjoy volunteering?
I think it’s important to try to give back in some capacity
by offering my time. I like to work on an event or project
and see what it accomplishes.
What would you like alumni to know?
That I would love to meet them! They can come by,
call or e-mail. I enjoy hearing about their memories of
Fontbonne. Plus, any ideas they have for alumni are
always appreciated.
E-mail: cwenberg@fontbonne.edu
Tel: 314-889-1447

Reunion Recap
pages 4 & 5

Vitality & Vision Campaign
almost to $15 million goal
Five-year campaign wraps up December 31

Card party organizers (from left) Katie Madras Lochner \'54, Mary Ann
Kuhlman Stohr 53, chairperson, and Tres Lyons Malecek 52 .

Card Party Draws a Full House
Fontbonne alumni and friends filled 15 tables
at Norwood Hills Country Club for an afternoon of
fun, food, friendship and cards. The event was held
in connection with the annual Red Schoendienst/
Fontbonne University Golf Tournament June 30.
After a delicious lunch at the club, the game of
choice for most players was bridge. Participants were
presented with a deck of Fontbonne playing cards as
a special memento.
Fontbonne card parties will be planned on a
regular basis. If you would like to receive information
about future card dates, please contact Jeff Brown at
(314) 719-3668 or e-mailjbrown@fontbonne.edu.

Flight A winners
(from left) Bob
Marquart, Dean
McKinney VI,
Lee McKinney,
Fontbonne athletic
director; and Keith
Quigley V4, mens!
womens basketball
coach.

Golf Tourney Chips One In
Redbird Hall-of-Famer Red Schoendienst and
Fontbonne President Dennis Golden were on hand
to welcome alumni, trustees, regents and friends
to the 15^ Annual Red Schoendienst/Fontbonne
University Golf Tournament. This year’s tournament
took place June 30 at Norwood Hills Country Club
and raised more than $38,000. Proceeds from the
tournament provide financial assistance to students,
technology advancements on campus and innovative
campus programs.

Save the date for next year's tourney!
Monday, June 14
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“Vitality and Vision” are the watchwords for
today’s Fontbonne University. They are also the
theme of a comprehensive capital campaign in which
Fontbonne has been engaged over the last six years.
As we near the campaign’s conclusion Dec. 31, with
97.5% of the goal reached, we want to thank the
thousands of alumni and friends who have supported
this effort and ask you to join in this forward
momentum by participating in the campaign.
With the continued help of Fontbonne’s
dedicated alumni and friends, our $15 million goal
will be attained.
Already students have benefited from the
campaign through the establishment of new endowed
scholarships, a distance learning center, renovation
of the dietetics food lab, a new fine arts building
including new student resident suites and increased
on-campus parking spaces. And future students will
benefit from the Fontbonne University Center for
Communication Disorders, Deaf Education and
Education/Special Education Teacher Training,
currently under construction.
A one-time gift or a multi-year pledge can be
made now through Dec. 31. Matching gifts from
employers are included as part of an individual’s
campaign gift, and gifts of $500 or more will be
recognized on a special campaign plaque. Gifts to
Fontbonne are tax deductible.
For more information please contact Vicki
Frank, vice president for institutional advancement
at 314-889-1469 or visit our Web site at
www.fontbonne.edu.

Board Chair to Step Down
Thomas M. Gunn has resigned his position as
board chair, effective Jan. 24, 2004. At a board meeting
in October, Gunn said he was making a series of life
changes in order to spend more time with his family.
“Mr. Gunn’s leadership provided a lasting example
of what motivation, drive and forward thinking can
accomplish,” said Dr. Dennis Golden, university
president. “His efforts have enabled Fontbonne to
thrive and to expand upon a tradition of educational
excellence. On behalf of the entire university
community, I thank Mr. Gunn for his loyalty,
support and leadership.”

News Briefs
President of Taiwan
University Visits Fontbonne
This summer, Dr. Neng-Che Yeh, president of
Aletheia University in Taiwan, visited Fontbonne
University. Fontbonne and Aletheia have an exchange
program that goes back more than 10 years. Between
30-38 Taiwanese students earn masters degrees in
business administration at Fontbonne each year.
Dr. Yeh also came to discuss the development of a
new English department at the Matou campus of Aletheia
University in southwestern Taiwan. Fontbonne University
and Aletheia University plan to collaborate in designing
an American-style English program that Fontbonne
would staff with faculty from the United States.
During his visit, Dr. Yeh and his wife, Tzu-Huei Lin
Yeh, toured the campus, met with faculty and Taiwanese
students and discussed the programs success with Dr.
Dennis Golden, president of Fontbonne, and Dr. Robert
Miller, director of international affairs. Dr. Yeh and his
wife also visited the Norwood Hills Country Club, home
of the annual Schoendienst/Fontbonne golf tourney.

(Charleen) Chia-Yi Lu, (Carol) Kai-Yu Fang, Mrs. Verna Yeh,
(Eldon) Yi-Hsiang Hung, Dr. Neng-Che Yeh, (Ethan) Yi-Cheng
Lin, Rev. James Chi, Taiwanese Presbyterian Churh in St. Louis
and (Teddy) Cheng-Chien Wu.

An evening at the garden (from left) Thomas M. Gunn, chair of
the Fontbonne University board ofdirectors; Whitney R. Harris,
benefactor; Don Wainwright, chairperson and CEO ofWainwright
Industries andfeatured speaker; Anna Harris, benefactor; and
Dr. Dennis Golden, president ofFontbonne.

Speaker Series Kicks-off
The Oct. 2 kick-off for the Whitney R. & Anna
Harris Speaker Series on Ethics, Leadership & Public
Responsibility drew more than 300 people. Attendees
came to the Missouri Botanical Garden to hear
Wainwright Industries CEO Don Wainwright s speech,
“Where the Buck Stops: The Executive Suite” with a
response by James Castellano, CPA, managing partner at
Rubin, Brown, Gornstein & Co.
The topic dealt with corporate responsibility and
the conduct of companies and their leaders. Before the
speakers took the stage, guests were treated to a cocktail
buffet and social hour in the main hall of the garden.

save the date!
Hanging of the Green Ceremony
Friday, December 5
Arnold Memorial Center
Medaille Hall

Nominations For Founders Award
Nominations are now being collected for the 2004
Founders Award. The purpose of the award is to honor
alumni and those affiliated with Fontbonne for their
distinguished service within their community. Nominations
can be obtained by calling Stephanie Stueber, C.S.J. at
314-889-1489 or e-mailing sstueber@fontbonne.edu. The
deadline for nominations is Jan. 27.

Trivia Night
sponsored by the
Alumni Association
Saturday, March 13
Dunham Student Activity Center

3

Rediscovering the Magic
with Reunion Weekend

2003 Alumni Award winners (from left), Kathleen Toohey Gunn 65,
Service to the Community Award; Keith D. Quigley '94, Young Alumni
Award; Julianne Iwersen Niemann 68, Professional Achievement
Award; Marilyn Montileone Dell’Orco 61, Service to the University
Award; and James A. Burnett VO, OPTIONS Alumni Award.

Oldfriends. Sr. Barbara Dreher, C.S.J., chancellor; Mary Ann
Kuhlman Stohr 53, Sr. Stephanie Stueber, C.S.J., chancellor
emeritus; and Marietta Saunders Binz 53.

Louis Wilkeson, associate professor ofeducation!special education
and Mazina Mitchell104 enjoy the Friday gathering.

More than 500 alumni embraced this years reunion
weekend (Sept. 19-21) theme and rediscovered the magic
of their years at Fontbonne. With traveling magicians
and jugglers weaving through the crowd Friday evening,
alums from all years enjoyed A Magical Night Under the
Stars, the reunions kick-off event. A clear, cool night and a
three-piece jazz band accompanied an enchanting cocktail
buffet as people chatted and reconnected on their old
stomping ground.
Saturdays festivities included a Magical Time Machine
tour of Fontbonne s rich, 80-year history. Over breakfast,
Sr. Jane Hassett, C.S.J., Fontbonne’s resident historian,
treated guests to an eye-opening talk on the school’s
past. Also, Dr. Dennis Golden, president of Fontbonne,
provided a glimpse of the university’s exciting future.
Later in the day, an African-American alumni
reception was held in Medaille Hall. Classmates and
former colleagues reunited and enjoyed music, food, and
arts and crafts.
Sunday the traditional Alumni Mass was held in
Doerr Chapel during which members of the class of 1953
were inducted into the Golden Arcade Circle. Following
Mass, a reunion brunch was held and alumni awards were
presented for outstanding achievement in community
service, professional accomplishment and dedication to
Fontbonne.
Mark your calendars for next year’s reunion to be held
Sept. 24-26.

Mary Ann Kuhlman Stohr 53 presents a $6,000 check for
the Reunion Scholarship Endowment Fund to Dr. Golden
on behalfofthe 2003 reunion classes.

University ‘Breaks Ground’ on
Unique Academic Center

Class of1953 (first rowy from left) Margaret Lampman Siegel,
Madeleine Heade Ebeling, Mary Clasquin Jenkins, and Sr. Stephanie
Stueber, C.S.J., chancellor emeritus, (second row) Helene Kohner
Levitan, Mary Ann Kuhlman Stohr, Marydelle Nesslein Thomaides,
Jeanne Heroux Boyle, Eugenia Hettel Colonna, Louan Marienau
Dolan, Marietta Saunders Binz, and Thomasina Lowry Bena. (third
row) Dorothy Jean Kruempelmann Potzman, Marylee Curotto Lang,
Mary Ann Breher Berger, Betty Wyers Metzger, Carolyn Hosbach
Berutti, Jean McCormack Cauchon, Lois Knopp Missel, Lorraine
Hempen, Virginia May Palmer, Maureen Burke Clarke, Mary Lou
Horn Brose Burke, andJean Dowd Fogarty.

A ceremony Oct. 19 marked the official beginning
of work on Fontbonne’s new Center for Communication
Disorders, Deaf Education and Education/Special
Education Teacher Training. Renovations have begun in
the East Building to accommodate the center, which is
expected to be completed in Fall 2004.
A special unveiling of architectural plans was
conducted by Steve DeHekker, Hastings & Chivetta
Architects; Thomas Gunn, chair of board of directors;
Dr. Gale Rice, chair of communication disorders
and deaf education; Chris Chivetta, Hastings &
Chivetta Architects; Janie Von Wolfseck, professor of
communication disorders; Mary Ziedler ’04; Jenna
Bollinger ’03/’04; Cathy Dulle ’73, president of
RehabChoice, Inc.; Dr. Bill Freeman, dean of education;
and Dr. Dennis Golden, president of Fontbonne.

Where there's a will,
there's a way
Personal financial planning takes on more importance
today than ever before. And one of the keys to your
financial future is the creation of a will. Unfortunately,
however, 60 percent of this country’s adult population
with children do not have a will. More people might be
inclined to make a will if they thought of this important
document as a way to extend their love to their family as
well as supporting a worthy cause — such as Fontbonne
University — that can help future generations to come.

Take action on your intentions
Some people plan to leave gifts to a church, university
or hospital, but never get around to properly providing
for these intentions in their wills. If you have a particular
charitable organization whose mission you want to
support, it is important to properly designate it in your
will. Even if your beneficiaries make a charitable gift
in your name, if it is not designated in your will, the
estate does not benefit from the “unlimited charitable
contribution deduction.”

No better time than now
Today is a great time to take action while the
thought is fresh in your mind. For more information on
planned giving, please contact Jeff Brown, Fontbonne’s
certified financial planner, at (314) 719-3668 or
jbrown@fontbonne.edu.
^
Members ofthe class of1973 came to represent and reunite.
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Alumni Classnotes
1940
Elizabeth Lucas Gilbert ’45 plays 36 holes of golf per
week - walking - and as a grandma to 16 grandchildren is
busy with many graduations.

1950
Susan Bulte Geraghty ’59 won the Kemper Award for
(St. Louis) Archdiocesan Teacher of the Year 2003.

1960
Judge Marcia K. Walsh ’65 was elected president of
the Missouri Municipal and Associate Circuit Judges
Association (MMACJA) at the associations annual
conference and meeting in May in the Lake of the
Ozarks. MMACJA comprises more than 300 municipal
and associate circuit judges presiding in Missouri. The
association assists its members to better carry out their
judicial responsibilities and to maintain the highest
possible judicial standards in the courts.
Sister Eleanor O’Hearn, C.S J. ’67 celebrated her 50th
anniversary as a Sister of St. Joseph of Carondelet on
March 15 at the St. Joseph Provincialate in St. Louis. A
second celebration took place at St. Francis de Sales Parish
in Denver, Colo., on March 22.

1970
JoAnn Donovan Took ’72, attorney-at-law, is the 2003
Florissant Valley Chamber of Commerce president; she
was the 2002 chamber vice president and served two terms
on the chamber’s board of directors. She has headed the
legislative committee for two years and was chairperson
of the 2003 Family Fun at the Fair. She has participated
in various committees for the Night of Stars fund-raiser
since its inception and received her own star in 2001. She
has been a member of the chamber since 1987. Took has
worked for 20 years with a private practice in Old Town
Florissant. She is a member of the Soroptimist Club,
Fleurissant Old Town Partners and the Florissant Rotary
Club, and is vice president of the Emerson Family YMCA
and serves on its board of directors. Took is a member of
Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Church and has served as
their organist, pianist and choir director since 1976. She
serves on the liturgy committee as well. Her husband Keith
is owner of Old Town Donuts, a family-owned business
that has served the Old Town Florissant area for more than
25 years. They have four children.
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Lynne Cooper ’73 was a 2003 recipient of the St. Louis
Women of Achievement award for AIDS Advocate.
Patricia Bubash ’74 received the Special Ambassador
award; the title is the highest recognition given by
the Special School District of St. Louis County for
demonstrating extraordinary commitment to the staff and/
or students of the district. This past year, Bubash received a
Fullbright Teacher Exchange Scholarship which took her to
Sunderland, England where she taught in a special education
school and explored educational practices in the United
Kingdom.
Penelope Harris Bryant ’78 was chosen by the Missouri
School Food Service Association as its Missouri director
of the year. Bryant serves as the district’s director of food
services and has worked for the school district for 24 years.
In addition, the American School Food Service Association
named Bryant its regional director of the year for the
Midwest.
Antoinette Fabbio Pagano ’78 founded the nonprofit
Hugs for Kids Blanket Program in the summer of 2001; the
program has spread to 40 states and four countries. Paganos
mission is to “cover the world in hugs.”

1980
Marion Hanley Engelhorn ’88 received her master’s in
education in early childhood special education from the
University of Missouri-St. Louis in May of 2003.

1990
Robert Rosenfield, R.D., L.D., ’92 is the Eastern region
food service coordinator/Eastern regional cook/chill food
production facility coordinator for the Missouri Department
of Corrections.
Julie Daniel Edwards ’93 and husband, Edwin, had their
first baby on February 19. Ryan Daniel Edwards weighed in
at 9 pounds 5 ounces and was 20 1 /2 inches long.
Richard Kitchell, Jr. ’94 married Sara Evelyn Anderson
on May 17. Kitchell is a graphic illustrator for Ideaman, Inc.
Nathan ’95/MBA ’97 and Eileen Madden Diel ’97/
MBA ’97 had a baby girl April 16, 2003; they named her
Anna Rose.
John Diel ’95 and his wife, Jenny, had a baby boy April
14, 2003, and they named him Jack Leo. They reside in
California.
Sharilyn Madden Franklin MBA ’95 was recently named
to the St. Louis Business Journals “Most Influential Business
Women” list; she is co-founder and executive vice president

of the advertising firm Fuse, Inc. For 2003, Advertising Age
listed Fuse as the sixth largest African-American owned
agency in the United States, based on $5 million in revenue
the company reported for 2002.
Mary Cummins Belarde ’96 and her husband, Steve,
had a baby boy, Andrew Jacob, on January 31.
Rita Kirkland MBA ’97, a 19-year veteran of St. Louis
City government, was appointed by Mayor Francis Slay
as the first African-American woman to the position of
director of operations for the City of St. Louis, overseeing
all city departments. Kirkland has served in various
capacities in city government throughout her career. She
has been special assistant to the mayor throughout Mayor
Slay’s administration and recently served as acting director
of the city’s information technology services agency. In
addition to her Fontbonne degree, Kirkland is a graduate
of the Senior Executives in State and Local Government
Program at the JFK School of Government at Harvard
University.
Norene Diel ’98 received a promotion and is one of the
human resources managers for Busch Gardens in Williams
burg, Va.
Valerie Kelly Brier MBA ’98 married George W.
Brier III on June 21. She is employed by the Special
School District at Litzsinger School as a speech-language
pathologist.
Dorris Patton Finnegan ’98/MBA ’03 was recognized
with the OPTIONS Distinguished Master of Business
Administration Student Award for academic excellence at
Fontbonne University. She is employed with Grace Wealth
Advisors.
Amy Hoosack ’98/MS ’99 is engaged to Timothy Krebs;
a Nov. 29, 2003 wedding is planned. Amy is employed
by the Francis Howell Early Childhood Special Education
Program and the Missouri First Steps Program as a speechlanguage pathologist.
Jennifer Loesche Lanzafame ’98 and husband Eric
Lanzafame ’97 welcomed, along with daughter Lexi, the
birth of their second child on June 10, Sophia Ann.
Emily Mayer Muse MS ’98 married Ed Muse on June 7,
and will continue to live in Plano, Tx.
Jennifer Stretch Bardgett ’99 married Michael Bardgett
in June.
Jaclyn Shaughnessy Ellis ’99 married Tim Ellis ’00 in
June.
Amie Walker ’99 married Stephen Bemke on Oct. 18.
She currently works for the Special School District at
Pattonville High School.

2000
Brenda Bouse MBA ’00 was appointed by the East
Central College Trustees as the executive dean of finance
and administration for the college. In that position,
Bouse serves as the chief financial officer for the college.

Prior to her appointment, Bouse served as the director of
institutional development and the executive director of the
East Central College Foundation, as well as the tech prep
coordinator. Bouse has been employed at the college since
1997.
James Burnett MBA ’00 was named to the St. Louis
Business Journal's “30 Under 30” Class of 2003. Jamie
is director of retail services at UMB Bank in St. Louis,
where he oversees retail marketing operations of all UMB
branches.
Amy Ballmann Sullentrup ’00/MA ’03 married
Dan Sullentrup in June 2002. Amy is employed by the
Brentwood School District as a kindergarten teacher.
Matthew Seth Banderman ’01 married Jennifer Dawn
Blum in June 2002. He is employed by Northwestern
Mutual Financial Network as a financial representative.
Brenda Finke MBA ’01 has been hired by Grand
Center, Inc., as its first chief financial officer; Brenda is
a lawyer with Mathis, Marifian, Richter and Grandy in
Belleville, Ill.
David Kelso MBA ’01 will marry Dr. Christine Spaeth
in May 2005. Dave is employed as an internal auditor with
Marsh Advantage America. Dr. Spaeth is employed as a
clinical pharmacist with St. John’s Mercy Medical Center.
Rachel Cheek Laramie ’01/MS ’02 married Kyle
Laramie on August 23. Rachel is employed as a speechlanguage pathologist with Rehabworks.
Lee Ann Funk MBA ’02 was promoted to manager of
care coordination at St. Elizabeth’s Hospital in Belleville, Ill.
Christina Kasmarzik ’02 has been named budget
analyst for The Missouri Foundation for Health, the
largest health foundation in the state. She will primarily
be responsible for supporting the foundation’s program
officers by reviewing and perfecting an applicant’s budget
documentation. Previously, Kasmarzik worked as staff
accountant and bookkeeper for the Central Institute for
the Deaf in St. Louis.
Telia Starks MM ’02 is the new research manager for
Saint Louis University’s School of Public Health Center for
HIV/STD Policy Studies.
Maureen Roberts ’03 was named assistant basketball
coach by Fontbonne University. She was a Second-Team
All-Conference Player in the St. Louis Intercollegiate
Athletic Conference.
Amy Weber Rose ’03 married Nicholas Rose on June
14. She is employed as a childcare provider at Elmpoint
Early Childhood Center in St. Charles.
Julie Schlepp MM ’03 was honored with the
Fontbonne University OPTIONS Distinguished Master of
Management Student Award for her academic excellence in
April. She is health services administrator for the YWCA
St. Louis Head Start.
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Elvera Visconti Bazzetta ’29 of Salem, IL, March 3, 2003
Theresa Burmeister ’35 of St. Louis, MO, September 2, 2003
Margaret BernardMcEwen ’35 of Rocklin, CA, June 2003
Jane McLaughlin ’37 of St. Louis, MO, April 1, 2003
Virginia Scruggs Klebba ’38 of Jefferson City, MO, April 11, 2003
Elizabeth Helmer Rhodes ’38 of Wellington, CO, May 5, 2003
Clare Lynch Klimt ’40 of St. Louis, MO, July 28, 2003
Lela Doerr Rickhojf’42 of St. Louis, MO, June 26, 2003
Rosina Schmidt, C.SJ. ’46 of St. Louis, MO, May 30, 2003
Marilyn Steuterman Berry ’46 of Stratham, NH, Feb. 27, 2003
Joselita Kujak, C.SJ. ’48 of St. Louis, MO, July 3, 2003
Mary Quante Hutti ’50 of Chesterfield, MO, May 30, 2003
Alice Cataldi Rao ’51 of St. Louis, MO, Aug. 25, 2003
Patricia Flynn Sexton ’51 of Indianapolis, IN, Oct. 21, 2002
Mary Gribben, C.S.J. ’57 of St. Louis, MO, July 12, 2003
Dorothy Wallner; C.S.J. ’57 of St. Louis, MO, April 16, 2003
Madonna Houltram Brown, Ph.D. ’68 of Redlands, CA,
Aug. 16, 2003
Ann MangelsdorfStein ’76 of St. Louis, MO, May 19, 2003
Craig Mitchell ’88 of Medina, OH, Sept. 10, 2003
CecilJennings ’90 of Chesterfield, MO, April 10, 2003

Do You Have Alumni News?
name

year of graduation

address

city

state

ZIP

(
_ )________________ (
)___________________
daytime phone
evening phone

e-mail address

place of employment
Is this a new address?

Qyes

Qno

What is your business or personal news you would like
us to include in the next issue of the Link?
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